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ELAINE CHAO

Mr. CONRAD. Mr. President, I sup-
ported Elaine Chao’s nomination to be
Secretary of Labor. I am confident that
her experience and intellect will serve
her well as she considers issues relat-
ing to our Nation’s workforce and
workplaces.

Elaine’s career exemplifies her dedi-
cation to public service and commit-
ment to leadership. Elaine served as
deputy transportation secretary under
former President Bush and later be-
came director of the Peace Corps in
1991. She headed United Way of Amer-
ica between 1992 and 1996, and she cur-
rently serves as a Heritage Foundation
fellow. Additionally, many of us in this
body also know her as the distin-
guished wife of our colleague, Senator
MITCH MCCONNELL.

As a member of the new Administra-
tion, I hope that Elaine will be able to
build coalitions and work effectively
with groups holding a wide range of po-
litical views. These skills will be essen-
tial as we consider many of the impor-
tant labor-related issues during the be-
ginning of the 21st Century.

GOVERNOR WHITMAN

Mr. CONRAD. Mr. President, I sup-
ported the nomination of New Jersey
Governor Christie Whitman to serve as
Administrator of the U.S. Environ-
mental Protection Agency.

As one of the organizers of the first
Earth Day more than 30 years ago, I
understand the importance of pro-
tecting and improving our Nation’s en-
vironment. The Clean Air Act, Clean
Water Act, Safe Drinking Water Act,
and other major environmental stat-
utes have helped this Nation signifi-
cantly improve our air and water qual-
ity. We have made significant progress
over the past three decades, and North
Dakota has done well to maintain its
clean environment. However, our Na-
tion still has too many areas that have
dirty air and unclean water. Too many
of our citizens develop diseases as a re-
sult of pollution in our environment.
We need to continue the progress of the
past three decades without sacrificing
the tremendous economic growth of
the past eight years.

I met with Governor Whitman in my
office last week to discuss some of the
differences between rural western
States and more urban, industrialized
eastern States. I emphasized the need
to develop different solutions to envi-
ronmental problems in different areas,
and also indicated my support for in-
centive-based approaches to improving
our environment. I have been pleased
to hear some of Governor Whitman’s
preliminary statements on that sub-
ject. However, I also believe we cannot
abandon enforcement efforts to im-
prove compliance with our Nation’s en-
vironmental laws. Governor Whitman
will have to strike an appropriate bal-
ance between the two. It will be a dif-
ficult task, but after meeting with her
and reviewing her record, I believe she
is up to the job.

President Bush made a good selection
when he asked Governor Whitman to
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head the EPA. She assumes a tremen-
dous new responsibility, and I look for-
ward to working with her in her new
role as Administrator.

————

MESSAGES FROM THE HOUSE

Under the authority of the order of
the Senate of January 3, 2001, the Sec-
retary of the Senate, on February 6,
2001, during the adjournment of the
Senate, received a message from the
House of Representatives announcing
that the House has passed the fol-
lowing joint resolution, in which it re-
quests the concurrence of the Senate:

H.J. Res. 7. Joint resolution recognizing
the 90th birthday of Ronald Reagan.

ENROLLED JOINT RESOLUTIONS SIGNED

At 11:35 a.m., a message from the
House of Representatives, delivered by
Mr. Rota, one of its clerks, announced
that the Speaker has signed the fol-
lowing enrolled joint resolution:

H.J. Res. 7. Joint resolution recognizing
the 90th birthday or Ronald Reagan.

The enrolled joint resolution was
signed subsequently by the President
pro tempore (Mr. THURMOND).

At 12:43 p.m., a message from the
House of Representatives, delivered by
Ms. Niland, one of its reading clerks,
announced that the House has passed
the following bills, in which it requests
the concurrence of the Senate:

H.R. 132. An act to designate the facility of
the United States Postal Service located at
620 Jacaranda Street in Lanai City, Hawaii,
as the ‘“Goro Hokama Post Office Building.”

H.R. 395. An act to designate the facility of
the United States Postal Service located at
2305 Minton Road in West Melborne, Florida,
as the ‘“‘Ronald W. Reagan Post Office of
West Melbourne, Florida.”

———

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES

The following reports of committees
were submitted:

From the Committee on Foreign Relations,
without amendment and with a preamble:

S. Res. 17: A resolution congratulating
President Chandrika Bandaranaike
Kumaratunga and the people of the Demo-
cratic Socialist Republic of Sri Lanka on the
celebration of 53 years of independence.

S. Res. 18: A resolution expressing sym-
pathy for the victims of the devastating
earthquake that struck El Salvador on Janu-
ary 13, 2001.

From the Committee on Foreign Relations,
without amendment:

S. 248: A bill to amend the Admiral James
W. Nance and Meg Donovan Foreign Rela-
tions Authorization Act, Fiscal Years 2000
and 2001, to adjust a condition on the pay-
ment of arrearages to the United Nations
that sets the maximum share of any United
Nations peacekeeping operation’s budget
that may be assessed of any country.

From the Committee on Foreign Relations,
without amendment and with a preamble:

S. Con. Res. 6: A concurrent resolution ex-
pressing the sympathy for the victims of the
devastating earthquake that struck India on
January 26, 2001, and support for ongoing aid
efforts.

——
EXECUTIVE REPORTS OF
COMMITTEE

The following executive reports of
committee were submitted:
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By Mr. HELMS for the Committee on For-
eign Relations.

Paul Henry O’Neill, of Pennsylvania, to be
United States Governor of the International
Monetary Fund for a term of five years;
United States Governor of the International
Bank for Reconstruction and Development
for a term of five years; United States Gov-
ernor of the Inter-American Development
Bank for a term of five years; United States
Governor of the African Development Bank
for a term of five years; United States Gov-
ernor of the Asian Development Bank;
United States Governor of the African Devel-
opment Fund; United States Governor of the
European Bank for Reconstruction and De-
velopment.

(The above nomination was reported
with the recommendation that it be
confirmed subject to the nominee’s
commitment to respond to requests to
appear and testify before any duly con-
stituted committee of the Senate.)

Mr. HELMS. Mr. President, for the
Committee on Foreign Relations, I re-
port favorably nomination lists which
were printed in the RECORDS of the
dates indicated, and ask unanimous
consent, to save the expense of reprint-
ing on the Executive Calendar that
these nominations lie at the Sec-
retary’s desk for the information of
Senators.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

Foreign Service nominations begin-
ning James D. Grueff and ending Ralph
Iwamoto Jr., which nominations were
received by the Senate and appeared in
the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD on 2/1/01.

Foreign Service nominations begin-
ning An Thanh Le and ending Amy
Wing Schedlbauer, which nominations
were received by the Senate and ap-
peared in the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD
on 2/1/01.

———

INTRODUCTION OF BILLS AND
JOINT RESOLUTIONS

The following bills and joint resolu-
tions were introduced, read the first
and second times by unanimous con-
sent, and referred as indicated:

By Mr. CLELAND:

S. 269. A bill to ensure that immigrant stu-
dents and their families receive the services
the students and families need to success-
fully participate in elementary schools, sec-
ondary schools, and communities in the
United States, and for other purposes; to the
Committee on Health, Education, Labor, and
Pensions.

By Mr. BINGAMAN (for himself, Mr.
JEFFORDS, Mr. LEVIN, Mr.
BROWNBACK, and Mr. HELMS):

S. 270. A bill to amend title XVIII of the
Social Security Act to provide a transitional
adjustment for certain sole community hos-
pitals in order to limit any decline in pay-
ment under the prospective payment system
for hospital outpatient department services;
to the Committee on Finance.

By Mrs. FEINSTEIN (for herself, Mr.
AKAKA, Mr. CRAPO, Ms. COLLINS, Mr.
CLELAND, Mr. WARNER, Mr. COCHRAN,
and Mr. VOINOVICH):

S. 271. A Dbill to amend title 5, United
States Code, to provide that the mandatory
separation age for Federal firefighters be
made the same as the age that applies with
respect to Federal law enforcement officers;
to the Committee on Governmental Affairs.
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By Mr. FEINGOLD:

S. 272. A bill to rescind fiscal year 2001 pro-
curement funds for the V-22 Osprey aircraft
program other than as necessary to maintain
the production base and to require certain
reports to Congress concerning that pro-
gram; to the Committee on Appropriations
and the Committee on the Budget, jointly,
pursuant to the order of January 30, 1975, as
modified by the order of April 11, 1986, with
instructions that the Budget Committee be
authorized to report its views to the Appro-
priations Committee, and that the latter
alone be authorized to report the bill.

By Mr. TORRICELLI (for himself and
Mr. CORZINE):

S. 273. A bill to amend title 28, United
States Code, to divide New Jersey into 2 ju-
dicial districts; to the Committee on the Ju-
diciary.

By Mr. BAUCUS:

S. 274. A bill to establish a Congressional
Trade Office; to the Committee on Finance.

By Mr. KYL (for himself, Mr. BREAUX,
Mr. GRAMM, Mrs. LINCOLN, and Mr.
BAYH):

S. 275. A Dbill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to repeal the Federal estate
and gift taxes and the tax on generation-
skipping transfers, to preserve a step up in
basis of certain property acquired from a de-
cedent, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Finance.

By Mr. SHELBY (for himself, Mr.
BOND, Mr. THOMAS, Mr. HAGEL, Mr.
SESSIONS, Mr. HELMS, Mr. INHOFE,
Mr. BURNS, Mr. KyL, Mr. COCHRAN,
Ms. SNOWE, and Mr. ALLARD):

S. 276. A bill to amend chapter 8 of title 5,
United States Code, to provide for congres-
sional review of any rule promulgated by the
Internal Revenue Service that increases Fed-
eral revenue, and for other purposes; to the
Committee on Governmental Affairs.

By Mr. KENNEDY (for himself, Mr.
AKAKA, Mr. BINGAMAN, Mrs. BOXER,
Mrs. CLINTON, Mr. CORZINE, Mr.
DASCHLE, Mr. DopD, Mr. DURBIN, Mr.
FEINGOLD, Mrs. FEINSTEIN, Mr. HAR-
KIN, Mr. KERRY, Ms. LANDRIEU, Mr.
LIEBERMAN, Mr. LEAHY, Mr. LEVIN,
Ms. MIKULSKI, Mrs. MURRAY, Mr.
REED, Mr. ROCKEFELLER, Mr. SAR-
BANES, Mr. SCHUMER, Mr. WELLSTONE,
and Mr. WYDEN):

S. 277. A bill to amend the Fair Labor
Standards Act of 1938 to provide for an in-
crease in the Federal minimum wage; to the
Committee on Health, Education, Labor, and
Pensions.

By Mr. JOHNSON (for himself, Mr.
BINGAMAN, and Ms. SNOWE):

S. 278. A Dbill to restore health care cov-
erage to retired members of the uniformed
services; to the Committee on Armed Serv-
ices.

By Mr. LOTT (for himself and Mr.
DASCHLE):

S. 279. A bill affecting the representation
of the majority and minority membership of
the Senate Members of the Joint Economic
Committee; considered and passed.

By Mr. JOHNSON (for himself, Mr.
GRAHAM, Mr. CAMPBELL, Mr. ENZI,
Mr. BAuUcus, Mr. CLELAND, Mr.

DASCHLE, and Mr. HOLLINGS):

S. 280. A bill to amend the Agriculture
Marketing Act of 1946 to require retailers of
beef, lamb, pork, and perishable agricultural
commodities to inform consumers, at the
final point of sale to consumers, of the coun-
try of origin of the commodities; to the Com-
mittee on Agriculture, Nutrition, and For-
estry.

By Mr.
McCAIN,
KERRY):

S. 281. A bill to authorize the design and
construction of a temporary education cen-

HAGEL
Mr.

(for himself, Mr.
CLELAND, and Mr.
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ter at the Vietnam Veterans Memorial; to
the Committee on Energy and Natural Re-
sources.
By Mr. HARKIN (for himself and Mr.
LUGAR):

S. 282. A bill to establish in the Antitrust
Division of the Department of Justice a posi-
tion with responsibility for agriculture anti-
trust matters; to the Committee on the Judi-
ciary.

By Mr. McCAIN (for himself, Mr. ED-
WARDS, Mr. KENNEDY, Mr. CHAFEE,
Mr. GRAHAM, Mr. SPECTER, Mrs. LIN-
COLN, Mr. HARKIN, Mr. BAUCUS, Mr.
TORRICELLI, Mr. DODD, Mr. NELSON of
Florida, and Mr. SCHUMER):

S. 283. A Dbill to amend the Public Health
Service Act, the Employee Retirement In-
come Security Act of 1974, and the Internal
Revenue code of 1986 to protect consumers in
managed care plans and other health cov-
erage; to the Committee on Health, Edu-
cation, Labor, and Pensions.

By Mr. McCAIN (for himself, Mr. ED-
WARDS, Mr. KENNEDY, Mr. CHAFEE,
Mr. GRAHAM, Mr. SPECTER, Mrs. LIN-
COLN, Mr. HARKIN, Mr. BAUCUS, Mr.
TORRICELLI, Mr. DODD, Mr. NELSON of
Florida, and Mr. SCHUMER):

S. 284. A bill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to provide incentives to ex-
pand health care coverage for individuals; to
the Committee on Finance.

By Mr. HOLLINGS (for himself, Mr.
SPECTER, Mr. CLELAND, and Mr.
BYRD):

S.J. Res. 4. A joint resolution proposing an
amendment to the Constitution of the
United States relating to contributions and
expenditures intended to affect elections; to
the Committee on the Judiciary.

————

SUBMISSION OF CONCURRENT AND
SENATE RESOLUTIONS

The following concurrent resolutions
and Senate resolutions were read, and
referred (or acted upon), as indicated:

By Ms. SNOWE (for herself, Mr. LOTT,
Mrs. LINCOLN, Mr. COCHRAN, Mr.
HUTCHINSON, Mr. THURMOND, Mr.
CRAPO, and Mr. CRAIG):

S. Con. Res. 8. A concurrent resolution ex-
pressing the sense of Congress regarding sub-
sidized Canadian lumber exports; to the
Committee on Finance.

———

STATEMENTS ON INTRODUCED
BILLS AND JOINT RESOLUTIONS

By Mr. CLELAND:

S. 269. A bill to ensure that immi-
grant students and their families re-
ceive the services the students and
families need to successfully partici-
pate in elementary schools, secondary
schools, and communities in the United
States, and for other purposes; to the
Committee on Health, Education,
Labor, and Pensions.

Mr. CLELAND. Mr. President, within
the last decade, many States have ex-
perienced a wave of immigration that
is rivaling the first and second waves of
German, Irish, Polish and Scandina-
vian immigrants who arrived in the
U.S. in the late 1800s and early 1900s. In
fact, the Census Bureau is estimating
that these recently arrived immigrants
and refugees will account for 75 percent
of the U.S. population growth over the
next 50 years. These changing demo-
graphics are impacting not just com-
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munities accustomed to large immi-
grant populations like New York, Los
Angeles and Miami, but also non-tradi-
tional immigrant communities like
Gainesville, Georgia and Fremont
County, Idaho.

One result of our new wave of immi-
grants is a significant increase in the
number of children with diverse lin-
guistic and cultural backgrounds en-
rolling in our schools. The Waterloo,
Iowa school system, for example, is
being challenged to teach 400 Bosnian
refugee children, who came here with-
out knowing our language, culture or
customs. Schools in Wausau, Wisconsin
are filled with Asian children who want
to achieve success in the United
States. In Dalton, Georgia, over 51 per-
cent of the student population in the
public schools are Hispanic children
eager to participate in their new
schools and communities. In Turner,
Maine, the school-aged children of hun-
dreds of recently arrived Latino immi-
grant families are pouring into this
rural town’s schools.

It is clear that U.S. schools from
Florida to Washington State are being
increasingly challenged by these
changing demographics. We need to
make sure that these children are
served appropriately—and that their
families are as well. Studies have
shown that where quality educational
programs are joined with community-
based services, immigrants have an in-
creased opportunity to become an inte-
gral part of their community and their
children are better prepared to achieve
success in school.

The recent influx of immigrants into
U.S. communities calls for innovative
and comprehensive solutions. Today I
am reintroducing the Immigrants to
New Americans Act. This legislation
would establish a competitive grant
program within the Department of
Education to assist schools and com-
munities which are experiencing an in-
flux of recently arrived immigrant
families. Specifically, this grant pro-
gram would provide funding to partner-
ships of local school districts and com-
munity-based organizations for the
purpose of developing model programs
with a two-fold purpose: to assist cul-
turally and linguistically diverse chil-
dren achieve success in America’s
schools and to provide their families
with access to comprehensive commu-
nity services, including health care,
child care, job training and transpor-
tation.

It does take a village to raise a child,
Mr. President.

I have seen firsthand the benefits of
one community’s program that brings
together teachers, community leaders
and businesses in an innovative part-
nership to aid their linguistically and
culturally diverse population. It is the
Georgia Project, and its mission is to
assist immigrant children from Mexico
achieve to higher standards in Dalton,
Georgia’s public schools.

In recent years, the carpet and poul-
try industries in Dalton and sur-
rounding Whitfield County experienced
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